English 124-Advanced Composition: Critical Reasoning & Writing
Instructor: Sydney Brown / Assignment Points: 100
                                    
“SAY THE RIGHT THING” AND DO THE RIGHT THING: WORKING CRITICALLY
WITH JONATHAN ROSENBAUM & SPIKE LEE’S ARGUMENTS

Due: Wednesday, May 17

Type your responses to #’s 1-10 (ten points each) using MLA format and style (Works Cited page is not needed). Note: some questions have more than one part.
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List some reasons as to why Spike Lee’s Do the Right Thing might be considered a Rorschach as well as an “ideological litmus test” (Rosenbaum 13). What was your first/gut response to the film, and after some in-depth critical thinking, what do you think Spike Lee’s message is? Whom does he want to do the right thing and what is it? Support your response with the film.

What is Jonathan Rosenbaum’s conclusion (key assertion, major claim, thesis) in “Say the Right Thing”? How does it relate to his title, if at all? Ultimately, is his argument successful? Explain your reasoning.

What is Rosenbaum’s claim about verbal language and what words/terms does he use to illustrate it? Explain your response to Rosenbaum’s claim.

What is Rosenbaum’s claim about film language and how does he support it? Explain your response to Rosenbaum’s claim.

What is Rosenbaum’s issue with Terrence Rafferty’s review? Describe how Rosenbaum refutes Rafferty and whether or not you feel he is successful. 

The logic fallacy of false dilemma (either/or) turns up more than once in Rosenbaum’s argument. Identify and provide the context of the fallacy for each appearance. 

Describe what Rosenbaum means by Lee’s “pluralistic view” or “pluralism” (17-18). Do your agree? Explain your response to Rosenbaum’s assertion.

What is the difference between a relative privilege and an absolute privilege? Do you agree with Rosenbaum’s statement “For about two seconds, Pino is allotted the privilege—a relative privilege, not an absolute one—of saying the right thing” (18)? Be sure to explain your position.

Summarize the “insightful remarks” (19) Rosenbaum supplies from his two colleagues. Why do you think he chose to include them? Do they help forward his conclusion? 

Earlier in the semester we discussed what it means to be dialectical, the process of arriving at a truth by considering a thesis and antithesis and combining the discourses to come to a coherent synthesis. In what ways does Spike Lee’s film Do the Right Thing represent/utilize the dialectical strategy? You may also want to consider the role of the film’s viewer in the dialectic. 
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