English 124-Advanced Composition: Critical Reasoning & Writing
Instructor: Sydney Brown

Sample Midterm Exam

Essay Prompt

Using “Boxing, Doctors—Round Two” by Lowell Cohn, craft a coherent essay (i.e. one that is not just a series of paragraph responses to the prompt) in which you respond (in an appropriate order) to all of the following components: 

· Introduce, summarize, and identify major claim (key assertion / thesis/ conclusion).
· Describe and discuss at least two persuasive strategies that the author uses to support the argument.

· If present, describe and discuss specific and/or nonspecific weaknesses in the author’s reasoning, including logic fallacies. 

· Describe the overall structure of the text and explain whether it furthers the aims of the author’s argument.
· Discuss the premise(s) and/or assumptions on which the argument is based.
· Evaluate the extent to which you find the argument convincing.

This essay is not an “agree or disagree” exercise, nor is it intended to generate an extensive summary of the article. Responses that emphasize personal opinion or summary will not pass. 

Be sure to support assertions with the text. Use MLA parenthetical reference.
