Reading Critically by Charting the Text
Focus: The relationship between content (what an author is saying) and form (how an author is saying it or doing it). 
1. Go through the text and identify (mark the text with an S) where the author shifts in purpose, moving from one idea to another.
2. For each paragraph or group of paragraphs which develops a single idea, note what the author is saying (the essential details which make up the paragraph/s). For example, the opening two paragraphs of a text may work together for one purpose, the next single paragraph might do something else, and the next five paragraphs might be working toward another objective.

3. Consider what the author is saying, and determine what the author is doing in the paragraph/s (i.e. what purpose the author intends the essential details to serve). Begin your classifications with present tense verbs. For example: The author compares American commercials to European commercials. 
Some useful verbs:

argues

claims

questions

articulates

describes

identifies

asks

contrasts

compares

continues

reinforces

analyzes

illustrates

synthesizes

exemplifies 

considers



    suggests



       contends 
So your charting might look something like this:


Paragraphs 1-2: Exemplifies typical American commercials. 


Paragraph 3: Compares American commercials to European commercials.


Paragraph 4-5: Contrasts American commercials to European commercials.

Paragraph 6: Argues that Americans are too puritanical when it comes to sex.

Paragraph 7-8: Suggests and illustrates how advertisers might benefit from a little more 

 

    “mature” sexual humor in commercials.

4. Accounting for everything that the author is doing in the text and considering the relationship among ideas, what do you think is the essay’s main argument (thesis, main claim)? A claim, like a thesis, makes an argument. Based on your charting of the text, write a one-sentence statement that synthesizes the different sections of the text and best expresses the author’s overall argument. This statement may not reflect every point or paragraph, but is should capture the most significant claims in the text. Remember, an author’s main argument may be stated, explicit, or implicit. 
