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Rogerian Essay Assignment 3

English 124-Advanced Composition: Critical Reasoning & Writing 
Instructor: Sydney Brown
Essay 200 / Reflection 20 / Peer Workshop 25 
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Assignment for Essay #2: 

Rogerian Argument with Editorial Cartoon

Important Dates:

DUE Monday, April 12: THREE copies of ONE draft for Peer Workshop (25 points).
You must have three copies of a well-developed draft—at least five pages with a Works Cited page. Drafts will be checked at the beginning of class and any draft under five FULL pages will not be submitted for peer review and will receive a zero. Additionally, if you show up without copies or if you show up late late, you will not be able to participate. Be prepared; make the most of this opportunity.
DUE Wednesday, April 14:Final, polished draft at the BEGINNING of class. 
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Turn in Essay #2 in the following order—first to last: (1) Final, polished essay (at least five pages, plus a Works Cited Page and a minimum of six sources + editorial cartoon) (2) Reflection (3) Workshopped Draft (Papers without significant drafts will not be accepted—even if you miss the workshop, so print your work at an early stage). No extensions for this paper. 
The Assignment: 

Begin this essay by looking through CURRENT (2010) editorial cartoons to find an issue that intrigues, inspires, bewilders, impassions, evades, confounds or confuses you (I think you get the idea). Editorial cartoons can be found in major newspapers (our library subscribes to a few and bookstores, newsstands and websites are good places to look as well) or on the following sights online:

· Pritchett Cartoon Database http://www.pritchettcartoons.com/archives.htm

· Slate’s “Daryl Cagle’s “Professional Cartoonist Index”:  http://www.cagle.com/ or http://www.cagle.com/politicalcartoons/
· Comics.com:  http://comics.com/
· Ucomic’s.com:  http://www.gocomics.com/explore/editorials
· The Association of Editorial Cartoons: http://editorialcartoonists.com/
· If you don’t find anything interesting on these sites, simply do a Google search for editorial cartoons + your issue. 

Wherever you find your editorial cartoon, be sure to choose one on an issue that is significant to you (or at least one that interests you—it’s okay not to know about the issue, but you will need to understand the cartoon’s argument in order to begin research). 

Once you have decided on an editorial cartoon, construct an essay in the Rogerian style (outlined in class and on the following page) for the issue the cartoon represents. It is your charge, as the writer, to choose how you will integrate the cartoon into your essay. One writer may choose to use the editorial cartoon as a vehicle for introducing the issue, while another may use it for finding popular common ground or in the presentation of one of the two sides; still another may use it in the conclusion. It might also be interesting to use the cartoon throughout the discussion—but there is the challenge to remain neutral in your presentation of both sides. How you meet this challenge, again, is up to you, as long as you incorporate the editorial cartoon into your fully developed Rogerian argument.  

The final paper should be a minimum of FIVE pages, in MLA format including a Works Cited Page (not included in required five pages), and must employ a minimum of six sources—three for each “side” of the issue. The editorial cartoon should appear on the Works Cited page, but it does not “count” as one of the six sources.  
The Rogerian Style Paper: A Typical Strategy in Chronological Order
(Warning: Each number DOES NOT represent a paragraph.) 
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Begin by exploring common ground the writer shares with the audience—gains the interests from parties on both sides of the issue. Think of the basic human values the two sides might share. For example, for the issue of H1N1, health concerns about a pandemic.
2. May move to some background information/history on the issue, like the 1918 Influenza Pandemic that killed between 20 and 40 million people.

3. Moves towards an objectively phrased statement that defines the issue. For example: While some people feel as though the H1N1 Flu (Swine Flu) should be a major concern to all of us, others feel as though the media is exploiting the subject for personal gain. 

4. Presents a Question at Issue. For example: Is the media exploiting H1N1 for personal gain? 
5. Presents a complete and neutrally worded analysis of one side’s position. You should demonstrate that you understand their position and their reasons for holding it. You should carefully avoid any suggestion that this position is more just, more moral, or more sensitive than the opposing position. Employ three sources in this portion of your paper.
6. Presents a complete and neutrally worded analysis of the other side’s position. You should demonstrate that you understand their position and their reasons for holding it. You should carefully avoid any suggestion that this position is more just, more moral, or more sensitive than the opposing position—even though the second side presented is typically the author’s position (although your position may be a synthesis of the two, or something entirely new). Employ three sources in this portion of your paper.
7. An analysis of what the two positions have in common and what goals and values they share. This discussion should be more specific than the common ground used to engage the two sides (see #1). With our sample H1N1 issue, both sides in our example share concern about public health, prevention, how the media exploits our fears, and our ability to receive accurate information from the media. 

8. A presentation of your position—your claim (thesis, key assertion, conclusion). You cannot be neutral here. This is where you attempt to persuade the other side that your position will benefit all; however, remain consistent with the Rogerian style—this is not your time to “attack” the opponent, but rather your time to point out why your side will improve the situation for both sides.   Your position may align with one of the sides presented; it may be a synthesis of the two sides; or it may be an additional “side.” Remember, there are more than two sides to every issue. For example: While a flu pandemic is certainly something we should be prepared for, it is important to look at the recent history of the media and the corporations behind it to fully understand how they benefit from exploiting H1N1. Fear is known to…
(Evaluative Criteria for Essay #3—Use this as a CHECKLIST for your final paper.

Your Rogerian style essay will be evaluated by yourself, your classmates, and the instructor using the following criteria.

1. Does the essay have an intriguing title? 

2. Does the author begin by exploring common ground? Would individuals from different sides of this issue be open to reading the essay? 

3. Is there an objectively phrased statement that defines the issue?

4. Is there a Question at Issue? 

5. Has the author clearly, fairly, and neutrally presented two sides of that issue?

6. Has the author employed three sources to support/exemplify/ illustrate each side of the issue? (six total)
7. Has the author properly introduced the author/s and text/s he/she is working with? 
8. Does the author discuss what the two sides have in common?

9. Does the author illustrate how his/her position will benefit both sides, consistently with the Rogerian Strategy— without attacking the opponent? 

10. Is the paper concluded in an effective and persuasive manner? 

11. Is MLA parenthetical documentation used responsibly, correctly, and consistently?

12. How well does the author contextualize and integrate/weave specific textual references, paraphrases, and quotes with her/his words and ideas? 
13. Has the author incorporated an editorial cartoon? Is it thoroughly and clearly described? The cartoon may be placed in the paper; however, the writer should not solely depend upon the visual.
14. Does the essay guide the reader from one idea to the next?

15. Are paragraphs focused and ideas developed logically?

16. Does the author adhere to the Rogerian style? Does s/he treat the argument as a partnership?

17. Is the essay engaging? 

18. Is the essay relatively free of errors in spelling, punctuation, mechanics, and grammar? 

19. Is there an apparent concern for quality?
20. Is the essay in correct MLA format, written in correct MLA style—including the Works Cited page?

21. Plagiarism will result in an automatic F for this assignment, and possibly an F in the course and expulsion from the college.
Any questions? Just ask!

