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English 120: College Composition & Reading
Instructor: Sydney Brown
Paper (100 points) / Reflection (20 points) / Workshop (25 points)

Paper #1: 

MORAL DILEMMA
& “THE ONES WHO WALK AWAY FROM OMELAS”: 
AN ADVENTURE IN CONTENT AND FORM

IMPORTANT DUE DATES:


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8: PEER WORKSHOP (25 POINTS—NO MAKE-UP)

[image: ]Bring 3 copies of Paper 1. Draft must be at least 3 pages long and in MLA format and style with a Works Cited page, if source is used (Works Cited page is not part of the required page count). You must be present at the start of class with your copies in hand in order to participate. You may not use class time to make copies. Drafts under 3 full pages may be docked points. For the Peer Workshop only, you may print on both sides of the page. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15: FINAL ESSAY 1 DUE. (120 POINTS)                                                            Staple in the following order BEFORE coming to class:

Final, polished paper (on top). The final paper should be 3-6 pages long, and in MLA format and style. No cover pages, please. 
Reflection (outlined on page 3 of the syllabus). Reflections are not accepted late;     they must accompany your paper.
Draft. Even if you miss the Peer Workshop, a draft is required. Papers without drafts will not be accepted, so get used to saving your work at an earlier stage. 

 (
“The ultimate test for us of what a truth means is the conduct it dictates or inspires.”     
                                                                                         —William James
)




THE ASSIGNMENT

After actively reading Ursula K. Le Guin’s “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas (Variations on a Theme by William James),” we passionately discussed several possible scenarios for the individual who learns of the child in the basement. Four choices were considered: 

Stay in Omelas (eventually the child will die or someone will let it out).
Choose to remove the child and stay in Omelas.  
Walk away from Omelas.
Walk away from Omelas and take the child with you.


For this first paper, you are challenged to choose one of the four scenarios above and write a continuation (or “Part II”) of Le Guin’s short story, imitating to the best of your ability, the writing style of Le Guin, also discussed in class. Each of the following writing strategies should be employed in your paper:

 A subjective, unidentified first-person narrator with a cynical, perhaps even sarcastic, tone. The narrator does not trust that the audience believes her/him. The narrator’s tone is also vague with regards to town’s characters and some rules. 

 Write in past tense; however, make some conditional statements. 

 Employ copious description that evokes the readers’ senses: smell, touch, taste, sight, sound. 

Use rhetorical questions and exclamatory statements! 

 Make at least one grand philosophical assertion with exemplification. 

 Employ allegory. 

 Indict/criticize our current culture (presumably educated, contemporary citizens of the United States). 

 Imply, rather than explicitly state, your thesis statement (main idea or argument). The reader should be able to infer, as we did with Le Guin, your thesis. 


EVALUATIVE CRITERIA 

An “A” paper meets and exudes excellence in regards to the following criteria. 
A “B” paper meets and represents a very good accomplishment in regards to the following criteria.
A “C” paper represents a satisfactory—certainly college level—product in regards to the following criteria.
A “D” paper is less than satisfactory in one or more of the following criteria.
An “F” paper does not meet the requirements of one or more of the following criteria.  

Does the author demonstrate a clear comprehension of Le Guin’s “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” (what it is about) with a carefully planned and engaging multi-paragraph short story utilizing one of the four scenarios? 
 
Does the author demonstrate understanding of Le Guin’s writing style by clearly employing strategies “a-h”? 

Does the story guide the reader from one idea to the next?
 
Are paragraphs focused and ideas developed logically?

Is the paper relatively free of errors in spelling, punctuation, mechanics, and grammar?  Is there an apparent concern for quality? (You may want to read your work aloud as part of the final editing and proofreading stages.) 

Is the essay written in correct MLA format and style?
[image: ]
Plagiarism—in any of its forms—will earn 0/120 points for the assignment. No second chances.  

Is there an apparent concern for quality? 


Questions? Be sure to ask! 
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