PAGE  
2

English 110: College Composition

Instructor: Sydney Brown

Summer 2010
Assignment for Essay #2: 

An Academic Essay in Response to Edward Said
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Important Dates

· DUE Monday, June 28: 4 copies of Essay #2 for Peer Workshop. Drafts under two pages will not receive full credit. If you are late to workshop, you will not receive full credit. 

· DUE Thursday, July 1: Essay #2 stapled in the following order before coming to class (papers that do not follow this order will be docked points). Papers turned in after I collect them will lose 5 points (they are late): 

1. Final, polished essay with Works Cited Page

in MLA format and style. 

2. Reflection (detailed in the syllabus). Not part of the page count of your paper. You may not turn this in late.

3. One draft from Peer Workshop (if you miss the workshop, a draft is still required). Essays without drafts will not be accepted.

The Assignment 

In “Clashing Civilizations?” late Arab-American scholar Edward Said responds passionately to British and American commentators who have made large claims of a severe and irreparable divide between the West and the Islamic world. Now it is your turn to respond carefully and critically (AKA academically) to Said. Write a cohesive multi-paragraph essay, with clear topic sentences and smooth transitions (Keys for Writers 5th edition, 28-29, 35-36, 331) adhering to the following:

· Write for an audience that knows nothing about Edward Said or Orientalism. 

· Begin by formulating a “working thesis statement” (one that may change as you develop your paper) in response to Said’s tone (writer’s attitude towards what s/he is saying) and thesis in “Clashing Civilizations?” 

· Hint: follow directions closely. 

Organization (each number represents at least one well-developed paragraph): 

1. Grab your reader’s attention and introduce your subject matter by discussing one or more images of Islam presented in the U.S. media. You may use your “Journal Writing” response and/or examples from the documentary Reel Bad Arabs. If you use examples from the documentary, be sure to introduce it to your reader and include it in your Works Cited page. Furthermore, taking a cue from the documentary, you may want to use more current examples from film and/or other forms of media. For great ideas on how to write your introduction, consult Keys for Writers, 5th ed., 36-38.

2. Teach your reader about Edward Said by fully introducing him (full name, relevant biographical information, Orientalism and his response to it) and the excerpt “Clashing Civilizations?” (genre, original source and place of publication, original date of publication, and a brief summary including Said’s thesis/major claim/main argument—pages 54-55 in The Brief Bedford Reader, 10th edition and 134-135 in Keys for Writers). You should use a direct quote from Said to help illustrate his thesis. For additional help on this, consult Keys for Writers, 148-149. Your thesis should appear in this paragraph (it should address your opinion on Said’s tone and his main argument/thesis). 

3. Familiarize your reader with Said’s writing style by describing Said’s tone in “Clashing Civilizations?” (One of many writing/rhetorical strategies, tone is the writer’s attitude towards what s/he is saying; it is revealed most clearly through diction—his choice of words.) Directly quote and/or paraphrase Said TWICE using MLA to illustrate your description of his tone. A particularly helpful section on this can be found in Keys for Writers, 5th edition, 134-145. You may also use your responses to “Questions on Language” for this answer. Moreover, you may want to use your response to “Questions on Writing Strategy” #3.

4. Evaluate the extent to which you find Said’s tone effective. In this paragraph, discuss how Said’s tone weakens and/or strengthens his argument.

5. Explain your response to Edward Said’s argument (including Said’s thesis). Work on academic voice (an authoritative tone that avoids “I believe,” “I think,” “In my opinion,” etc.) Quote at least once from Said in this portion of your paper.

6. Conclude in a manner that will resonate with your reader. For great ideas on how to write your conclusion: Keys for Writers, 5th ed., 38-39.

Final Requirements: 

The final essay should be a minimum of 3 pages in MLA format and style, including a Works Cited page. It should fully respond to “The Assignment” and represent understanding of all assigned pages in Keys for Writers and The Brief Bedford Reader as listed above. Once I have graded your paper, you will have the opportunity to revise it.

Evaluative Criteria:

1. Is the paper a carefully organized response to the assignment, numbers 1-6? 

2. Does the author have a clear understanding of Edward Said’s tone and argument? 

3. Does the author use paraphrases and direct quotes to illustrate his/her ideas?

4. Is MLA parenthetical reference used correctly and consistently? 

5. Are the quotes weaved/integrated (not “dropped”) into the author’s words? 

6. Does the author have a clear thesis statement (purpose)? 

7. Are paragraphs focused (hint: strong topic sentences) and ideas developed logically? 

8. Does the essay guide the reader from one idea to the next? Has the author used effective transitions between paragraphs to thread the essay together? 

9. Has the author employed a strong, academic voice? (see last page of assignment)

10.  Is the essay relatively free of errors in spelling, punctuation, mechanics, and grammar?  (You will want to read your work aloud as part of the final editing and proofreading stages.) 

11.  Is the essay in proper MLA format and style, including a Works Cited page?

12.  Has the author completed the Reflection and included a draft?

13.  Is there an apparent concern for quality?

Writing Style: Employing Academic Voice

from the Sam Houston Writing Center

Developing an Academic Voice

Do you know that you create a persona with the voice and tone of your writing? Most

inexperienced writers use only the voices within their experience. When there is narrow

experience, there may be the use of inappropriate voice. Writers may resort to their casual voice, which is often inappropriate for academic writing. Developing an appropriate voice in academic writing establishes authority and respect (what is called, ethos) for the writer. An academic voice can be developed through understanding categories of voice, recognizing your writing voice, and learning voice changing strategies.

Categories of Voice:

· Formal voice is an informative voice used in analysis and critique.

· Consultative voice is reserved for opinion, reaction, position, and persuasion papers.

· Casual voice allows you to share personal knowledge and experience. This style is not usually appropriate for an academic paper unless expressly allowed by your professor (as in a personal narrative).

Strategies for Finding the Voice in your Writing:

· Read aloud


When trying to find the voice in a paper, listen to the paper being read by another person and 
evaluate the appropriateness of the voice given the intended audience. Put yourself in the 
position of the audience. Does the writer sound informed? Believable?

· Analyze audience and purpose


Analyze the audience and their connection to the subject of the paper, and how your


position will be received by the audience. Additionally, analyze your purpose for concerns of 
persuasion, explanation, reaction, justification, and personal connection.

Strategies for Changing your Voice:
· Eliminate casual fillers


Eliminate words that are associated with casual style and are generally found in 
conversation. Example: “You know,” “well,” “now.”

· Person


Check for the appropriate person for each style of paper. Second person pronouns are 
sometimes applicable to the consultative voice, but not the formal. Be sure you are 
consistent with your usage throughout the paper.

· Wordiness and Word Choice


Express ideas clearly and concisely by removing extraneous words that only provide


confusion. Also, remove ambiguous words such as “very” or “great” and select words


that provide specific definition.

Possible Road Blocks to Developing an Academic Voice:

· First Person Pronouns

You can strengthen your voice and sentence structure by removing first person pronouns (except when expressly told to use them, of course).

Faulty Sentence: I think that medical doctors should be required to complete communication skills courses.

Corrected Sentence: Medical doctors could better benefit their clients by completing a required communication skills course.

· Second Person Pronouns


When considering an audience, you establish credibility by avoiding second person


pronouns.

Faulty Sentence: When you read Hamlet, you should notice clear foreshadowing of events to transpire.

Corrected Sentence: When reading Hamlet, readers may notice clear foreshadowing of events to transpire.

· Contractions

You establish an informal voice that is usually inappropriate for academic writing when you use contractions.


Faulty Sentence: The Supreme Court can’t overrule the case and maintain the


spirit of the constitution.


Corrected Sentence: The Supreme Court can not overrule the case and maintain


the spirit of the constitution.

· Colloquialisms

You can ensure you are using an academic voice by avoiding colloquial speech patterns in your writing.

Faulty Sentence: You can tell the author is really into women’s rights by her portrayal of feminist heroines.


Corrected Sentence: The author’s portrayal of feminist heroines suggests a


subjective connection with the women’s rights movement.

· Abbreviations


Abbreviations imply an informality that contradicts academic writing.


Faulty Sentence: The defendant was declared incompetent last Sat.



Corrected Sentence: The defendant was declared incompetent last Saturday.
